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	Please would you do us a favour and send this newsletter to your family, friends and colleagues or draw their attention to our website: www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl where this newsletter is published as well (in English and in Dutch)!  


 

	1. From the board


A new volume, number 6. It is amazing how time flies for us. Looking back it seems we started only yesterday! Our annual report 2006 (send us an e-mail if you are interested in receiving it) shows that last year we were able to give substantially more aid than the year before. 65% of the support we received has been spent on one time projects (with a beginning and an end): the building project in the earth quake region near Yogja, wells, MCKs and construction projects at the children’s home. These projects were realised for a large part thanks to funding by organizations.
But structural projects, like our senior citizen’s programme, scholarships in Yogyakarta, the nursery and the children’s home are mainly dependent on private donations by friends, family, (ex-)colleagues and others.
If we look at the ongoing projects in the year 2007, then we face a financial challenge. Part of this is already financed: the completion of the Wukirsari project (earth quake damage), ten MCKs and a part of the Bali scholarship programme, projects that all started in 2006 and will continue in 2007. Another part can be paid from the funds given by sponsors for a specific goal, but the rest has to be paid out of new donations! Our focal points for next year are scholarships and senior citizen’s. So: no large new projects, but ongoing projects that give the most direct form of support to those who need it most. If parents are poor, they have to cut costs by giving less to grand parents and children. Retirement plans are non existent and pensions are for the ‘happy few’, so seniors here are as dependent as children. Hence our appeal to you to help us find new sponsors who are, just like you, charmed by small scale and direct aid at the spot, with minimal overhead costs.
	2. Sponsor visits !!!


In February 2007 bapak Robbie and ibu Dina visited us. Together with pak Ootje, ibu Clara, pak Bennie and ibu Gepke they paid a visit to the children’s home and together with Ankie, Trijn and Koos they met the children and were shown around the grounds and the home

In March Jacqueline and Arjan visited several projects, after which they enthusiastically declared to prolong their support for an unlimited period of time. In March Annemiek alsoarrived. She signed in as a volunteer at the children’s home for two months, to spend here sabbatical leave in a meaningful way. After thorough preparations (studying the language and culture) she made the plunge and now she lives and works at the home: she teaches English, helps the children with their home work, designs creative activities and makes music with them. Very special!
	3. New projects 


Apart from a few new MCKs (public toilet-bath-washrooms) on Java (now almost becoming our ‘core business’) no other projects have started. At this moment the ongoing projects are demanding a lot of attention and we ‘d rather do things well and keep them manageable. Our main concern at this moment are the village of Wukirsari (houses, road construction, public lighting and the renovation of the bridge), the children’s home, scholarships and seniors.
	4. Special sponsorships


A special sponsorship came from Jan who, through his presentation, brought our work to the attention of private sponsors. This couple, driven by old and personal ties to Indonesia, granted us 3000 euros for a child from the children’s home that wants to go to college after finishing highschool. We thank both of them.

Another sponsorship has been announced: on the wedding invitation of Monique and Coen it says that they ask their friends and family not to give them any wedding gifts, but a donation to Gotong Royong Utrecht instead!
	5. Couleur locale 


The local atmosphere is influenced by the ongoing occurrence of large and small disasters and the explanations of its causes. These are sought in mystic and spiritual factors more than in technical or human ones. Also a lot of energy is spent on predicting the next disasters.

Apart from that, the price of rice is very high (it rose over 50% in six months) and for a ‘nasi’ eating nation that also is a disaster, because saving on rice is not an option. The causes of the inflation are diverse: private production falls short; harvests fail because of drought or too much rain; stocks are speculated with, there even has been a swindle with the emergency rice for the poor. The president and vice president are under a lot of political pressure. But on the other hand people realise that they have a lot on their minds.
Corruption at the lower governmental levels (up to the districts) has grown vastly, but so also has the resistance against it. At a high level officials are repeatedly held responsible, for instance the head of the department of education in Yogyakarta has been sent to prison for fraud with school books.
	6. Project information


I. Bali: Widhya Asih III children’s home
They are having a hard time at the children’s home. The children are doing fine, but finances are short. It looks like the largest sponsor for the operational costs (a German organization) is not meeting the agreements made with the head office in Denpasar. As a result, less money is coming to Singaraja. Yohanes is looking for means to cover and reduce costs. Luckily they have their own production of vegetables and the sale of batik, plants and organic fertilizer. Until now we have not assisted, other than in covering the sustenance costs (thanks to private sponsors who support a child for 12 euros per month).
School results (January reports) were not bad: ten children are in the top five students of their class; a few children are excelling, but most are at the intermediate level, scoring in a mediocre way on the three majors: mathematics, Indonesian and English. There is an explanation for this, one that is also heard in the educational field: most children enter school with a big deficit, caused by the poor quality of rural education. There are for instance third graders that are hardly able to read. Only with a lot of attention they can catch up, attention the school staff is not able to give, unless you take additional lessons (their main source of additional income… not exactly an incentive to give better teachings within normal school hours: if you really want to learn something, you will have to pay for the additional lessons). The Roman Catholic junior high school is an exception to this rule. But you only get there after having completed six years of very poor quality primary education. That is why we are trying to get more children admitted to the Roman Catholic primary school. 
A remedial teacher for the children’s home has not yet been found. In the meantime the staff is giving additional lessons. Apart from that there is also room for studying music and dance. A gamelan teacher comes twice a week and one of the older girls is giving dance lessons.
The children that are in college are performing well. Artana, art student, is making nice pictures, but has difficulties with perspective and technical drawings. Annemiek, who is now living in the home and has completed the academy of arts, can help him with that. Suroto, who studies automotive engineering, is very bright on the practical side, but has a little trouble with the theoretical courses. Suprianto (economics) is an average student who apparently does not have to work hard to earn his grades for in his spare time he is the driving force of the sewing workplace.
II. Bali: Scholarships

February was scholarship month. Being informed about grades and discussing them, making lists of supplies needed, buying, distributing and finally handing over the desired package to each child. All this for 200 children; a ‘hell of a job’, but also great fun. The same process took place in Yogyakarta. Our way of working is quite labour-intensive, but considering the stories of corruption in schools, we are convinced that this is they only way to guarantee that the support is delivered to the parents and children.

When all paper work will have been done (in April), we will know how much money is left for paying examination fees (local and national). There are last graders we stimulated into saving for these fees, because no payment means no examination. In that case a large group of children will leave high school without an official diploma.

III. Bali: Seniors
At the end of March the pilot project will end; for months they have been asking us whether it will continue. We cannot give an answer to this question now, because we want to create an opportunity to screen all participants once again on ‘necessity of aid’. Our goal is to reduce the present group with twelve, to be able after that to increase it with twenty people from another district. It will be a difficult process, but with objective criteria we hope to succeed.
IV. Java: Yogyakarta- Wukirsari 
The community building project in Wukirsari RT 09 and RT 08 is coming to an end. The houses we wanted to renovate are ready (except for one that we have added to the project recently); the road is paved, the gutters and lightning have been made. In March we visited the village at night to see the impact of the illuminated road. For many people it means that a few hours have been added to their daily village life. In the past, they stayed at home after dark. Now they can continue and expand their social life without the danger of tripping and falling. Halfway the quarter a cemented path goes up to a few houses, that is now illuminated by a few compact fluorescent bulbs. An old lady came down that road with a pile of banana leaves under her arms. She was on her way to her sister in a quarter further down the road to help her that night with the production of tempeh, that way she could earn a few rupiahs. She saw us and thanked us for the lighting and the road. 
(Check the pictures on our website: www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl )
The bridge between quarters 9 and 8 is at this moment being restored. The planned building of MCKs in the other quarters has been postponed after rumours that a governmental agency announced to build three or four MCKs in each quarter… for what it’s worth; it could be just a pro forma announcement to generate money. We will just wait and see what happens. We have however decided to continue the paving and lighting of the roads in each quarter. In quarter 9 the garbage project has started: garbage is separated and three assembly stations have been made. Someone from outside is guiding the implementation process.
V. Java: Yogyakarta; Seniors and medical care
The senior citizens programme is doing well. Because of the high prices of rice the compilation of the food packages has been changed. One of the men who received day care has died; we visited a new candidate for this support in the same quarter and afterwards decided to help her. There is a long waiting list of people in need of this kind of support and for them we are looking for sponsors who will pay 10 euros per month. 
The old lady in Grujugan has not made any progress. She doesn’t have the energy to recover and in their house it is not possible to move about in a wheelchair. Her granddaughter who needed surgery has been brought to a hospital, but the operation did not take place because she was too stressed with fear. 
An operation is also planned for one of the scholarship children.
VI. Java: Yogyakarta; Scholarships

Now that we are cooperating with a limited amount of schools that we visit more frequently, the contact is more personal and the volunteers have more time to listen to and judge the personal wishes of the children. As a result, a few bicycles are now paid out of the scholarship funds (transport is often more expensive than school itself), some children received a writing desk and a desk lamp and for one child and its family a gas lamp was bought, so that the child can also study in the evenings. Apart from this most money was of course spent on standard items such as school uniforms, books, shoes, fees, notebooks and pencils.
VII. Java: Community Activity Center -Roemah Kita-

The nursery is doing well, but as a consequence of the earth quake and the resulting inflation the number of children has decreased to 25 per day. The main reason is an economical one: because these people receive the lowest salaries, when prices go up, they have to cut down on nursery costs. 
VII. Java: MCKs (toilet-bath-washroom)
In March we visited three locations in the earthquake region where according to third parties an MCK is needed. At two of them (Karang Semut 09 and Pundong Menang 03) we didn’t have any doubt. When you stand at the creek that serves as toilet, bathroom and washing room, and you see the provisional houses, the need is obvious. The other location we for the moment categorized as ‘no priority’.
	7. Sponsor possibilities


 

If you decide to support the initiatives of Gotong Royong financially, first think if you want to help any specific project or if you want to leave the spending to us.

Possibilities: 

· the scholarship programme: one scholarship is € 50 (primary school) € 85 (junior high school) or € 110 (senior high school) a year and can start any time during the year

· sponsoring a child of the children’s home for € 12 a month (€ 36 a quarter or € 144 a year) for complete sustenance.

· the support of a senior (60 plus) for € 10 a month (especially for vitamins, minerals and medical care). This is € 30 a quarter or € 120 a year.

Of course you can also send us a free gift and leave the spending to us.

    

	8. Gifts 


Gifts are more than welcome at our bank account in Holland (Fortis): 84.21.36.932 (for the attention of Stichting Gotong Royong - Utrecht). For people who want to donate and who are living outside Holland, please contact us by e-mail so we can find a proper method of transaction for your donation. 

 

	9. Tell a friend


Help us get new readers: please mail this newsletter (add a small introduction) to your friends and family. 

	10. Email & website    


If you want to let us know something, if you have feedback, do you want to ask anything? Send us an email: 

info@gotong-royong-utrecht.nl  

And have a look at our new website, with many photos of our projects:

www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl 
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